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NOTICE OF MONTHLY MEETINGS 


Time: 
Location: 

Programme: 


Monday, March 13, 1989; 8:00 p.m. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington, Ont. 

"Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises of Eastern Canada" 
Mr. Alan Watson, interpretive biologist with the 
University of Guelph Arboretum. 


Time: 
Location: 

Programme: 


Monday, April 3, 1989; 8:00 p.m. 

Royal Botanical Gardens Centre, Auditorium 
680 Plains Rd. W., Burlington, Ont. 

"Much More than Mushrooms" 

Dr. Brvce Kendrick, Associate Dean, University 
of Waterloo, and a foremost authority on mushrooms 

********* 


NOTICE OF UI’a WING FIELD EVENTS 


Saturday, March 18; 8:00 a.m. 

LONG POINT -1; SWANS AND OTHER WATERFOWL 
This visit to the Long Point area will coincide with the peak of 
the swan migration. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Woolco Plaza, Fennel 
and Upper James Sts. for car pooling, or at 9:30 a.m. at the 

Country Kitchen Restaurant, intersection of Hwy 59 and Regional Rd. 
42. Bring a lunch, binoculars and a spotting scope if vou have one. 
Leader -Rob Dobos 648-0435 

Monday, March 20; 7:30 p.m. 

BIRD STUDY GROUP 

An informal meeting featuring a discussion of recent bird 

sightings, an identification session, and a workshop, film or set 

of slides about some aspect of birds. Meet at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Royal Botanical Gardens Nature Centre. 

Organizer -Bruce Duncan 387-3904 

March 1 to May 31 

BEAMER HAWK WATCH 

Beamer Memorial Conservation Area, just outside of Grimsby is one 
of the best viewing areas of migrating hawks in North America. 
There is usually someone on hand to help identify birds, so take 
your binoculars and enjoy hawks at their best. The better days to 
go are when there are southerly winds. 
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HAMILTON STUDY AREA 1988 BUTTERFLY 
SUMMARY —PART 3 

by Bill Lamond 

(Ed. note: For parts 1-2 of this article see Vol 42 Nos 5-6.) 

Abbreviations and Symbols 

* An asterisk beside the common name indicates that all records of 
this species are included in this report, except possibly for 
site duplications. Species without the asterisk are considered 
too common to list all observations and usually only the first 
and last dates of occurrence are given. 

FO/LO -First/last observation of an overwintering adult. 

F -First record of a single brooded species. 


single brooded or unknown brooded species. 


L -Last record of a 

F1-F3/L1-L3 -First/last record of 

County Shortforms: 

BRAN -Brant Co. 

HALT -Halton R.M. 

HANO -Haldimand-Norfoik R.M. 

HAWE -Hamilton-Wentworth 
NIAG -Niagara R.M. 

PEEL -Peel R.M. 

WATE -Waterloo R.M. 

WELL -Wellington Co. 

UTM -Universal 


the first, second or third brood. 

Initialized Observers: 

AW -Alan Wormington 
BB -Bob Bowles 
BC. -Bob Curry 
BL -Bill Lamond 
KG -Kathleen Gardiner 
KM -Kevin McLaughlin 
LC -Laurie Consaul 


reference to within 100 m. 


R.M. 


Transverse Mercator grid 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 


Date 

# 

o 

0 

UTM 

Location 

Observers 

Silver- 

-bordered Fritillarv 

* (Clossiana selene ) 


Jun 24 

F2 1 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Bog 

BL 

Jun 24 

F2 1 

WATE 

640997 

4.2 

km 

N of Sheffield 

BL 

Jul 26 

F3 1 

HALT 

709221 

3.4 

km 

SSE of Eden Mills 

BL 

Aug 31 

L3 1 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Bog 

BC 

The 

Silver-bordered Fritillary 

is considered to be 

uncommon in 

the 

Carolinian 

Forest Zone < 

af Ontario (Campbell et 

al. 1986). 

Meadow 

Fritillarv 

* {Clossiana 

he Ilona) 


May 13 

FI 3 

HAWE 

018735 

4.7 

km 

ESE of Binbrook 

BL 

May 14 

14 

WELL 

710133 

2.0 

km 

E of Aberfovle 

BL 

May 15 

1 

WELL 

706197 

3.5 

km 

ESE of Arkell 

BL 

May 26 

1 

WATE 

606955 

0.6 

km 

E of Branchton 

BL 

May 28 

LI 1 

HAWE 


4.2 

km 

NNW of Westover 

KM, BL 

Jun 24 

F2 20 

WATE 

640997 

4.2 

km 

N of .Sheffield 

BL 

Jun 27 

2 

HALT 

847108 

4.2 

km 

NW of Lowville 

BL 

Jul 1 

1 

HALT 

834150 

1.2 

km 

E of Campbellville 

BL 
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Jul 

3 


1 

HANO 

651627 

Jul 

4 


2 

HALT 

805175 

Jul 

9 


1 

NIAG 

193712 

Jul 

12 

L2 

1 

WELL 

710072 

Jul 

27 

F3 

6 

HALT 

707241 

Aug 

2 


1 

HALT 

760287 

Aug 

5 


1 

HALT 

819283 

Aug 

9 


5 

HALT 

889264 

Aug 

10 


1 

HALT 

854268 

Aug 

16 


1 

HANO 

873643 

Aug 

17 


1 

HANO 

825624 

Aug 

17 


1 

HANO 

839655 

Aug 

20 


2 

WATE 

590955 

Aug 

31 

L3 

3 

WELL 

710133 

Aug 

31 

L3 

1 

HAWE 

722066 

Aug 

31 

L3 

3 

WELL 

710072 


2.2 kin S of Smith's Corners 
3.1 km SE of Haltonville 
Smithville Sewage Lagoons 
Crieff Bog 

2.0 km SE of Eden Mills 

2.6 km SW of Acton 

2.9 km NNW of Speyside 

5.0 km WNW of Hornby 

3.0 km ENE of Speyside 

2.3 km WNW of York 

1.5 km SE of Willow Grove 

2.7 km NE of Willow Grove 
1.0 km WNW of Branchton 
2.0 km E of Aberfoyle 

3.9 km ESE of Crieff 
Crieff Bog 

Ihe numerous records above indicate that this triple-brooded 
species is common and widespread. As its name indicates, it is 
often found in meadows adjacent to wooded areas. 


BL 

BL 

KM 

BC 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

KM,BC,BL 
BL, KG 
BL, KG 
BC 


Silv ery Checkerspot * ( Chari dryas nycteis ) 

Jun 23 F 2 HANO 066578 3.2 km SSW of Canborough BL 

Jul 12 L 2 WELL 710072 Crieff Bog BC 

The Silvery Checkerspot is apparently quite local in the HSA. 
Only two locations have been found in the last two years. 

Pearl Crescent ( Phyciocles tharos) 


May 14 FI 1 WELL - 5.1 km SE of Arkell BL 

Oct 16 L3 1 NIAG - Winona Sewage Ponds KM 


The abundant Pearl Crescent is probably triple-brooded in this 
area, with overlapping of these broods making detection of 
individual generations impossible. Scott (1986) has split the 
Peari Crescent into two species, P. tharos and P. pascoensis, 
with the former being the abundant butterfly encountered in this 
area. P. pascoensis is apparently more northern, is single- 
brooded and has not been definitely recorded from this area. 
Distinguishing these two species in the field would not be easy. 


Baltimore * ( Euphvdryas phaeton) 

Jul 4 F 1 HALT 805170 3.5 km SE of Haltonville 

Jul 16 8 WELL 710072 Crieff Bog 

Jul 17 L 12 WATE 590955 1.0 km WNW of Branchton 

This showy species is considered to be rare in Ontario 
(Wormington 1987). 


BL 

AW, BL 
BC 


Question 

Mark * ( Pol vaoni 

Jun 

16 

F 

1 

HAWE 

725017 

Jun 

18 


1 

PEEL 


Jul 

1 


1 

HALT 

834150 

Aug 

4 

L 

1 

HALT 

830232 


BL 

BC 

BL 

BL 


inter rogation is) 

2.8 km SE of Valens 
Streetsville 

1.1 km E of Campbellville 

2.3 km S of Speyside 

This species was seldom encountered in 1988. It is not certain 
whether this species is capable of overwintering in this area. 
The lack of early season records in the HSA (Wormington 1970, 
Lamond 1987) indicate that it may not be able to overwinter, 
thus most, if not all of our records mav result from immigration 
and subsequent breeding. 






Comma 

* (Polygonia 

comma) 
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Apr 

10 

F0 

1 

NIAG 

161828 

Bearner 

C.A. 

KM 

May 

12 


1 

WELL 

699212 

3.2 km 

ENE of Arkell 

BL 

Jun 

6 

L0 

1 

NIAG 

081642 

5.5 km 

SE of Caistorville 

BL 

Jun 

16 

FI 

J. 

HAWE 

731020 

3.0 km 

ESE of Valens 

BL 

Jun 

25 


1 

HALT 


2.5 km 

SE of Guelph Junction 

BL 

Jun 

27 



HALT 

872116 

2.7 km 

NNW of Lowville 

BL 

Jul 

4 


1 

HALT 


3.5 km 

SE of Haltonville 

BL 

Jul 

16 


2 

HAWE 

723065 

4.5 km 

ESE of Crieff 

AW 

Jul 

28 


1 

HALT 

750270 

4.5 km 

SW of Acton 

BL 

Aug 

1 


1 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Bog 

BC 

Aug 

2 


1 

HAWE 


Cootes 

Paradise 

BC 

Aug 

11 

LI 

1 

HANO 

893653 

1.4 km 

SSE of Sim's Locks 

BL 

Aug 

31 

F2 

1 

WELL 

708130 

1.7 km 

E of Aberfovle 

BL 

The 

above 

breakdown of generations may be artificial. 

and broods 

may 

actually overlap. 

However, 

in the northern U.S. 

and at 


Ottawa, overwintering adults are observed into May, the first 
brood flight occurs from late June -early August and the second 
brood flight occurs from late August-overwintering (Scott 1986). 


Gray Comma * ( Polygonia progne) 

Apr 25 FO 2 HAWE 712014 8th Cone. & Valen 3 Rd. AW,BL 

Jun 16 FI 1 HAWE 725017 2.8 km SE of Valens BL 

Jul 4 LI 1 HALT 812183 Halton County Forest BL 

Compton's Tortoiseshell * ( Nympha 1 is van-alburn) 


Jul 

28 F 

1 

HALT 

744247 

3.4 km 

NNW of Darbyville 

BL, KG 

Aug 

16 

1 

HALT 


Inside 

Aldershot Highschool! 

BC 

Aug 

31 

1 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 km 

WNW of Branchton 

BC 

Sep 

3 L 

1 

HALT 

977946 

Beach Canal 

KM, BL 


The Compton's Tortoiseshell periodically erupts southwards from 
its boreal haunts and takes up residence in this area. This 
species overwinters as an adult, so individuals present this 
year can survive until next spring (Wormington 1970). However 
it is not known (at least to this writer) if this species can 
complete its life cycle at this latitude. 

Mourning Cloak ( Nymphalis antiopa) 


Apr 9 FO 2 HAWE - Cootes Paradise KM 

May 14 L0 1 WELL 710133 2.2 km E of Aberfoyle BL 

Jun 12 FI 1 HAWE - NW of Millgrove BC 

Aug 3 LI 1 HALT 814238 2.0 km SW of Speyside BL 

Sep 1 F2 1 HALT 011006 Shoreacres, Burlington BC 

Oct 20 L2 1 HAWE - Woodland Cemetery BC 


In southern New York state this species is double-brooded 
(Scott 1986) which is probably the case in the HSA. However, 
at Point Pelee it is suspected that three broods occur 
(Wormington 1983). 


American Painted Lady * ( Vanessa virginiensis) 

May 29 FI 1 NIAG 199684 4.5 km S of Smithville BL 

Jun 5 1 HANO 065633 4.1 km SSE of Caistorville BL 

5 1 HALT 808189 Halton County Forest BL 

Jul 9 1 HALT 836172 Hilton Falls C.A. BL 

^ 1 HALT 867181 0.5 km SE of Milton Hts. BL 

Jul 13 1 HAWE 904876 Mohawk College, Hamilton BL 

Jul 24 2 WELL 710072 Crieff Bog KM 

Aug 3 1 HALT 761207 1.0 km SE of Darbvville BL 









Aug 

22 

o 

A 

HALT 

912934 

Aug 

30 

1 

HAWE 

824788 

Aug 

31 

1 

WATE 

590955 

Sep 

8 L2 

1 

HALT 
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RBG Centre BL 

1.7 km N of Carluke BL 

1.0 km WNW of Branchton BC 

Aldershot BC 

This species is double-brooded in this area with adults 
apparently overwintering. However, the overwintering adults 
seem to become active much later in the spring than other 
species that overwinter as adults. There is no” clear separation 
of broods and this could be due to immigration from southern 
populations. 


Painted Ladv 


Jul 

Jul 

Jul 

Aug 

Aug 

Aug 

Aug 


L 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 


* (Vanessa cardui) 

WELL 710072 Crieff Bog 


WATE - Pus 1 inch Lake 


9 

12 
17 

29 

30 

30 

31 

The Painted Lady is strictly an immigrant to Ontario 
unable to overwinter even in Florida. This species 


HAWE 

NIAG 

HAWE 

HAWE 

HAWE 


724058 

125855 

855785 

846691 

723065 


4.5 km ESE of Crieff 
Grimsby Sewage Lagoons 

2.6 km W of Mt. Hope 

1.6 km WSW of Mt. Hope 
4.5 km ESE of Crieff 


KM 
BC 

KM, BL 
BC 
BL 
BL 

BL, KG 
being 
migrates 


fuither north than the Monarch, however, unlike the Monarch, the 
Painted Lady has a weak return flight (Scott 1986). 


(Vanessa atalanta) 


Red Admiral 
May 14 F 
Jun 5 
Jun 15 
Jun 27 
Jul 16 
Jul 17 
Aug 6 
Aug 19 
Sep 10 L 

This common species apparently overwinters as an adult and 
subsequently gives i~ise to two broods. These two broods seem 
t° overlap in this area, however this could be the result of 
immigration as this species is known for its migratory 
tendancies. 


1 

WELL 

708171 

5.1 km 

SE of Arkel1 

BL 

1 

HANO 

092623 

2.0 Jem 

NE of Canborough 

BL 

1 

HAWE 

795062 

1.8 km 

ENE of Freelton 

BL 

1 

HALT 

848126 

0.4 km 

S of Crawford Lake 

BL 

1 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Bog 

AW, BL 

1 

HAWE 

871912 

Coot.es 

Paradise 

I<M 

1 

HAWE 

984922 

Tollgates Landfill 

KM 

1 

HANO 

815633 

1.0 Jem 

SSW of Willow Grove 

BL 

1 

HAWE 

871912 

Cootes 

Paradise 

KM 


Red-spott ed Purple/White Admiral * (Basilarchia arthemis) 


Jun 


16 FI 
Jun 18 
Jun 18 
Jun 20 
Jun 22 
Jun 23 
Jun 25 
Jun 27 
Jul 7 
Jul 12 LI 
2 


HAWE 
1WA PEEL 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


708023 


Aug 


1.2 kin SSE of Valens 
Streetsville 
Streetsville 

3.2 km E of Canfield 
1.6 km SW of Canfield 
3.2 krnm SSW of Canborough 
2.5 km S of Guelph Junction 
1.0 km SW of Rattlesnake Pt. 

Crieff Bog 
Crieff Bog 
2.0 km SSW of Acton 

A "WA" above indicates the northern subspecies, arthemis (White 
Admiral), with all other observations being the southern 
subspecies, astyanax (Red—spotted Purple). Neither White 
Admiral observed this year was seen well enough to note the 
extent of intergradation, if any, between the subspecies. 
Although most authorities consider the two forms as merely 


F2 1 


PEEL 
HANO 
HANO 
HANO 
HALT 
HALT 
1WA WELL 
1 WELL 
HALT 


053589 

008575 

066578 

810110 

869124 

710072 

710072 

760287 


BL 

BC 

BC 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BL 

BC 

BL 
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subspecies, Pyle (1981) states tnat genetic evidence suggests 
that the two forms have only recently come together and there¬ 
fore should be considered as distinct species. At Point Pelee 
the Red-spotted Purple is double-brooded with the second brood 
more numerous (Worrnington 1983). However, in the Hamilton area 
the first brood is much more common, and the second brood may 
only be partial as it is at Ottawa (Scott 1986). 


Viceroy 

' * 

( 

Basilarchia archippus) 



Jun 

5 

FI 

1 

HANO 

078638 

4.6 km 

SE of Caistorville 

BL 

Jun 

26 


1 

HALT 

842114 

3.5 km 

NNW of Kilbride 

BL 

Jul 

16 

LI 

3 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Bog 

AW, BL 

Jul 

29 

F2 

1 

HALT 

783249 

6.1 kin 

S of Acton 

BL 

Aug 

1 


3 

HAWE 

— 

Beverly Swamp 

BC 

Aug 

2 


3 

HALT 

789262 

5.0 km 

SSE of Acton 

BL 

Aug 

3 


1 

HALT 

761207 

1.0 km 

SE of Darbvville 

BL 

Aug 

30 


2 

HAWE 

864783 

1.6 km 

WSW of Mt. Hope 

BL 

Aug 

31 


8 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 km 

WNW of Branchton 

BC 

Aug 

31 


2 

WELL 

710133 

2.2 km 

E of Aberfoyle 

BL 

Sep 

1 


1 

BRAN 

808744 

5.0 km 

ENE of Middleport 

BL 

Sep 

11 

L2 

4 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Bog 

BC 

Pea:i 

rlY_ 

Eye 

* (Enodia anthedon) 



Jun 

25 

F 

1 

HALT 

810105 

2.9 km 

S of Guelph Junction 

BL 

Jun 

27 


2 

HALT 

872116 

3.0 km 

NNW of Lowville 

BL 

Jul 

4 


6 

HALT 

810167 

2.0 km 

NW of Campbellville 

BL 

Jul 

12 


1 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Bog 

BC 

Jul 

26 


I 

HALT 

722206 

4.9 km 

E of Arkell 

BL 

Jul 

27 


1 

HALT 

706244 

1.6 km 

SE of Eden Mills 

BL 

Aug 

4 


1 

HALT 

823270 

1.6 km 

NNW of Speyside 

BL 

Aug 

5 

L 

1 

HALT 

820299 

1.8 km 

S of Limehouse 

BL 

The 

Pea 

L 1C 

ly Eye 

is most 

commonly encountered in the 

extensive 


upland woods of Halton County as the above records attest. 


Northern Eyed Brown * ( Satyrodes eurvdice) 


Jun 

23 

F 1 

HANO 

016549 

3.8 km 

S of Canfield 

BL 

Jul 

1 

1 

HALT 

862146 

4.0 km 

E of Campbellville 

BL 

Jul 

4 

6 

HALT 

805170 

3,5 km 

SE of Haltonville 

BL 

Jul 

12 

20 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Bog 

BC 

Jul 

13 

10 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 km 

WNW of Branchton 

BC 

Jul 

25 

2 

NIAG 

043656 

1.5 km 

S of Caistorville 

BL 

Jul 

26 

1 

HALT 

722206 

5.0 km 

E of Arkell 

BL 

Jul 

29 

12 

HALT 

783249 

6.1 km 

S of Acton 

BL 

Aug 

31 

L 1 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff 

Bog 

BC 

Appa 

ilachian 

Eved Brown * 

( Satvrodes appala chi a) 


Jun 

25 

F 1 

HALT 

814124 

1.2 km 

S of Guelph Junction 

BL 

Jun 

27 

1 

HALT 

847108 

4.1 km 

WNW of Lowville 

BL 

Jul 

1 

O 

/h 

HALT 

862146 

4.0 km 

E of Campbellville 

BL 

Jul 

26 

2 

HALT 

722206 

4.9 km 

E of Arkell 

BL 

Jul 

29 

L 1 

HALT 

783249 

6.1 km 

S of Acton 

BL 

This 

i and 

the preceding 

species 

are very similar in appearance 

but 

utilize different habitats. 

The Appalachian Eyed 

Brown was 


previously not recorded for Hamilton (Worrnington 1970), however 
it was not recognized as a distinct species until 1970. 
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Little Wood Satyr (Megis to cyme la) 

May 31 F 1 Nl'AG 126655 2.6 krn NE of Warner BL 

Jul 23 1 HALT 977946 Beach Canal KM 

Jul ^5 L 1 NIAG 043656 1.5 km 3 of Caistorville BL 

This abundant species seems to be present along the edge of 
almost every woodlot. 


Inornate Ringlet (Coenonympha inornata) 


May 

27 

FI 

1 

HAWE 

035774 

1.3 km E of Woodburn 

BL 

Jul 

1 

LI 

1 

HALT 


Campbellville 

BL 

Aug 

1 

F2 

1 

HAWE 


Millgrove 

BC 

Aug 

31 

L2 

1 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 km WNW of Branchton 

BC 

Wood Nvmnh * 

(Cercvonis pega 1 a) 


Jun 

23 

F 

1 

HANO 

066578 

3.2 km SSW of Canborough 

BL 

Jun 

29 


1 

HALT 

833163 

1.5 km NE of Campbellville 

BL 

Jul 

3 


1 

HANO 

615643 

3.5 km WSW of Smith's Corners 

BL 

Jul 

4 


2 

HALT 

810167 

1.8 km NW of Campbellville 

BL 

Jul 

9 


6 

NIAG 

193712 

Smithville Sewage Lagoons 

KM 

Jul 

12 


1 

WELL 


Pus1inch Lake 

BC 

Jul 

13 


2 

HAWE 


Ancaster 

BC 

Jul 

13 


8 

WATE 

590955 

1.0 km WNW of Branchton 

BC 

Jul 

16 


1 

HAWE 


RBG Nature Centre 

AW 

Jul 

25 


5 

NIAG 

043656 

1.5 km S of Caistorville 

BL 

Jul 

26 


2 

HALT 

722206 

5.0 km E of Arkell 

BL 

Jul 

28 


2 

HAWE 


Radial Line, Ancaster 

BC 

Aug 

2 

L 

1 

HALT 

778291 

2.0 km SE of Acton 

BL 

Aug 

2 

L 

1 

WELL 

710072 

Crieff Bog 

BC 

Monarch 

. (Danaus plexippus ) 



May 

28 

F 

1 

HAWE 

707011 

8th Concession at Valens Rd. 

KM, BL 

Oct 

20 

L 

1 

HAWE 


Valley Inn 

BC 


Ihe following species have all been recorded for the HSA but 
were not recorded in 1988. The authority for their occurrence is 
based on Wormington (1970) (1), Campbell et al. (1986) (2), Alan 
Worm mg ton (pers. comm.) (3), and Carson (1987) (4). 


Southern Cloudy Wing (2) 
Sleepy Duskywing (2) 
Mottled Duskywing (2) 
Fiery Skipper (1) 
Pipevine Swallowtail (2) 
Checkered White (1) 
Dorcas Copper (3) 

Hickory Hairstreak (1) 
Northern Hairstreak (2) 


Gray Hairstreak (2) 

Snout Butterfly (2) 
Variegated Fritillary (1) 
Tawny Crescent (1) 

Milbert's tortoiseshell (1) 
Buckeye (1) 

Hackberry Butterfly (2) 
Tawny Emperor (2,4) 
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CONSERVATION NEWS 

by John Struger 


Nominations are needed for the 10th 
Annual Environmentalists of the Year Awards . 
Hie Environmentalists of the Year Awards 
Dinner has been held each year to honour- 
individuals or groups who have nude 
significant contributions to the protection or 
promotion of the environment in the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth. 

Nominees will have made a significant 
contribution which enhances, protects and/or 
conserves our natural or man-trade environment. 
Meritorious contributions made by nominees in 
1988 or continuing in 1988 in any one or more 
of the following categories will be 
considered: conservation, government and 
public policy, environmental law, education 
and research, industrial - teclmological and 
recycling. Nominations can lie obtained from 
Jolin Struger at 547-5116. Nominations must lie 
submitted by April 1st. 

If you know of any Club member, non¬ 
club member or organization who is worthy of 
being nominated please fill out a nomination 
form. Tliis is a very positive way of focusing 
public attention on projects undertaken by the 
recipients and encouraging others to become 
involved in such projects. 


Volunteers are needed for the following 
Club/Conservation Activities. Assistance is 
needed in organizing and participating in 
events. 

1. Hamilton Naturefest -Sunday, April 16, 
1989. Committee participation, publicity, 
ticket sales, displays, refreshment stand and 
security. (Christine Bishop 627-1076) 

2. Environmental Clean-up Day -Saturday, May 
6, 1989. Site identification, area 
coordinators and participation. (Jolm Struger 
547-5116) 

3. Environmentalists of the Year Awards Dinner 
-Thursday, June 1, 1989. Corrmittee 
participation, NOMINATIONS, publicity, ticket 
sales and attendance. (Jolin Struger 547-5116) 

4. Cootes Paradise Marsh Rehabilitation 
Fundraising Dinner with Robert Bateman - 
Thursday, June 15, 1989. Committee 
participation, auction and raffle gift ideas 
and solicitation, ticket sales and attendance. 
(Brian McHattie 627-1076) 
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BOOK REVIEW 

by Kevin McLaughlin 


Ducks of Canada and the Northern Hemisphere. 
John Gooders and Trevor Boyer. Published by B, 
Mitchell. 176 pages, hardcover. 

This book is a collaboration of two 
Englishmen, with Gooders providing the text 
and Boyer the illustrations. All of the ducks 
occurring in the Northern Hemisphere are 
covered, nmribering 52 species. 

Both sexes of every species are 
illustrated in full colour, with the birds 
standing or swimming. They are shown in 
flight as well, with separate paintings used 
to portray upperwing and underwing patterns, 
A number of black and white drawings are used 
to describe comparative identification points. 
Each species account contains information on 
field identification, measurements and weight, 
and details of incubation period, clutch size 
and behaviour of young. Feeding and courting 
habits of adults are detailed in the text. 
Range maps are provided for each species, 
showing muter and summer distribution. 
Extralindtal occurrences are also specified. 

I consider this relatively unknown, 
certainly underrated book a splendid addition 
to any birder's library. Coalers' text is 
immensely readable, yet incisively 
informative. The fact that all of the 
Holarctic species are described is a definite 
Plus. This allows one to compare closely 
related species in terms of habits, fehaviour 
and habitat preferences. Racial variations 
are exhaustively dealt with. Examples are the 
three subspecies of Green-winged Teal, our 
Common Merganser with the Eurasian Goosander, 
the various forms of Common Eider, and the 
Nearctic versus Palearctic forms of Black and 
White-winged Scoters. 

The look's real attraction, however, is 
the art of Trevor Boyer. The exquisite detail 
of the biixls depicted in Ms plates cause me 
to straggle for proper words to describe them. 
Perhaps the phrase could ]>e "evocatively 
suberb". Colour, plumage detail, shape and 
posture are consistently "dead on". Not. 
content to simply show a mated pair of birds 
in the plates, Boyer has chosen to use a 
number of individuals. All typos of postures 
and poses are assumed by Ms birds, clearly 
showing that he has a real feel for Ms 
subjects. As a final touch, the quality of 
his work is enhanced by the delightful use of 


background. Every species is shown in 
different surroundings, exemplified by Gadwall 
on a partly frozen pond, Northern Shoveler in 
deep snow, Harlequin Ducks in mountain rapids 
and Oldsquaw on a misty ocean swell. He has 
even worked in a distant Little Egret on the 
Ferruginous Duck flock portrait. The courting 
group of Barrow's Goldeneye point, out ]>oth the 
descriptive accuracy and visual appeal of his 
paintings. 

In summary, this book is an excellent 
joint, effort, and gets top marks for .its 
thorough treatment of the subject. 

* A A * A * A * -f- 

HNC WILDFLOWER RESTORATION 
PROJECT 

Looking for a way that you can get 
involved, help to restore a small piece of 
Hamilton's natural history and learn about 
cultivating native plants? 

We are a committee of people interested 
in raising the public's awareness of 
wildflowers in the Hamilton area. By working 
in cooperation with the City of Hamilton, we 
have selected a highly visible site along the 
escarpment to be developed into a wildfower 
meadow. 

There are many ways that you can help: 

1. Assistance with site preparation and 
maintenance. 

2. Assistance with growing material for fall 
planting. 

3. Greenhouse space for propagating 
seedlings. 

4. Donations of wooden flats, stakes suitable 
for use as labels, plastic flats and liners. 

5. Donations of excess divisions of 
wildflowers such as Back-eyed Susan, Beebalm, 
Goldenrod, Day lily, etc. 

We will be having a brief meeting 
following the general meeting on Monday, March 
13, at the Royal Botanical Gardens. If you 
are unable to attend or would like more 
information, please contact: 

Doug McCallum 383-9844 
Wendy Gemer 627-7248 
Janet Snaith 387-3904 
Patricia Gilbert 523-4823 
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'THE SPRING 1988 MIGRATION 

by Mary Ellen Foley 


The thrills came early for hawkvatchers 
in 1988. Tradition has it that the big 
lumbers of hawks - so many the counter can 
barely keep up - cane in late April, when the 
broadwings and the sharpshins strut their 
stuff, ait the Turkey Vultures, the red tails 
and the Bald Eagles hadn't heard about 
tradition; they appeared in record numbers cm 
March 26, to the stunned delight of these who 
had been smart enough to be there that day. 
It was the first day in sane time to have the 
- winning carbination of elements for March 
raptors: moderate southerly winds and clear 
sides. An all-time record 748 Turkey 

Vultures, 669 Red-tailed Hawks and seven Bald 
Eagles, along with large lumbers of other 
species, passed overhead, doubling the 

previews one-day record for March. 

American Kestrels also tied a one-day 
/record that day (19, coming exactly two years 
after the original record was set on March 26, 
1986), hit they promptly outdid themselves on 
March 29, to set the only other cne-day record 
of the season: 23 birds. It seems that the 
peak day for hawk migration now canes catch 
earlier than it once did. 

Turkey Vulture maters have grown from 
yearly totals ir the 600s in the early 1980s 
to almost 1000 in 1987, aid an astonishing 
2331 in 1988 (1403 in fiardt alone) ! Although 
the 1988 figures can be partly explained, by 
weather conditions, it seems the species is 
also undergoing a range expansion. 

Four otter species (Bald Eagle, 
Cooper's Hawk, Red-tailed Pawk and Peregrine 
Falcon) were seen in record natters in 1988. 
Others (notably Osprey ami Northern Harrier) 
continued their slew bit steady increase. And 
we added a new species to tbs official Grimsby 
list - a Swainscn's Hawk - on April 22. 

Hie disappointments? There were only 
three Golden Eagles sighted, the smallest 
number since 1980. Broadwing and ebarpshin 
numbers were vp r but not nearly enough for 
aficionados. 

The theory about the absence or 


presence of great matters of broadwings and 
sharpshins stars from the fact that these two 
species suffer from heavy wing-loading. They 
are thus very dependent cn winds and thermals, 
and core influenced than other raptors by wind 
direction. So they become concentrated, 
temporally and spatially, by frequent 
depressions,, 

fbr a large broadwing/sharpshin 
migration over Beamer's Point, these 
depressions are crucial. When the northbound 
hawks reach Lake Ontario, the southeast winds 
created by the depression force them westward, 
clinging to the escarpment until they reach 
Grimsby, whore the squeeze effect of the lake 
and the escarpment casting together, and the 
deflecting wind currents, invite then to cross 
the escarpment at that point. By contrast, 
winds from other directions free the birds to 
spread cut across Ontario without being 
funnelled through Grimsby. Unfortunately, 
April of 1988 was dry and cool, (ta 22 of the 
30 days of the Tenth, winds were at least 
partially northerly, and there were no 
depressions to create south-east winds. Not 
a situation: ccniucive to explosions of 
broadwings over Grimsby! 

Nevertheless, it was a good, year, and 
there are even tetter ores to cose, let's 
hope for a truly dismal (delightful) April in < 
1989! 

Our thanks to this year’s hardy and 
patient observers: 

Gordon Bellerby, Diane Bennett, Bmiwe Bergsma, 
Barry Qierriere, Michael Clark, Jte Coey, Dave 
Copeland, Hugh Currie, Bob Curry, Jin Dowall, 
Bnsce Duncan, Verne Evans, David Euler, George 
Fairfield, Mary Ellen Foley, Denys Gardiner, 
Dave Inch, Walter Klabunde, Kevin Mclau^Iin, 
George Meyers, John Olirstoad, Morgan teat, Ian 
Rabeoda, Brian Ratcliff, Tim Sabo, Bob 
Shillaheer, Jota VaoMen, Oiip Weseloh, Peter 
Whelan. 
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1988 GRIMSBY HAWK COUNT 
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216.9 1403 9 41 416 99 12 772 

2398 

40 

2 78 1 

2 6 

358 33 5670 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


TOTALS BY MONTHS 



TV -Turkey Vulture 

RL -Rough-legged Hawk 

YEAR FEB 

MARCH APRIL 

MAY 

TOTAL 

OS -Osprey 

GE -Golden Eagle 

80 

0 

2683 9558 

2695 

14934 

BE -Bald Eagle 

AK -American Kestrel 

81 

oo 

.j Li 

3031 11237 

1758 

16048 

NH -Northern Harrier 

ML -Merlin 

82 

40 

3306 7719 

2077 

13102 

SS -Sharp-shinned Hawk 

PF -Peregrine Falcon 

83 

49 

2301 8991 

2371 

13712 

CH -Cooper's Hawk 

UA -Unident.. Accipiter 

84 

258 

1674 15012 

1358 

18302 

HG -Northern Harrier 

UB -Unident. Buteo 

85 

0 

4059 14817 

398 

19274 

RS -Red-shouldered Hawk 

UE -Unident. Eagle 

86 

19 

5361 7894 

783 

14057 

BW -Broad-winged Hawk 

UF -Unident. Falcon 

87 

81 

3943 4719 

1765 

10508 

RT -Red-tailed Hawk 

UR -Unident. Raptor 

88 

6 

5670 6344 

2114 

14134 

SW -Swainson's Hawk 


TOT 

475 

32028 86291 15319 134071 



AVG 

53 

3559 9588 

1702 

14897 
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DATE HRS WINDS TV OS BE NH SS CH NG RS BW RT SW RL GE AK ML PF UA UB UE UF UR TOTAL 
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205.4 858 39 7 89 1979 123 13 88 1958 905 1 35 1 60 4 2 25 36 2 5 114 6344 


1988 GRIMSBY HAWK TOTALS 

MON HRS TV OS BE N1-I SS CH NG RS BW RT SW RL GE AK ML PF UA UB UE UF UR TOTAL 
FEBRUARY 

2.0 2 4 6 

MARCH 

216.9 1403 0 9 41 416 99 12 772 0 2398 0 40 2 78 1 2 6 358 0 0 33 5670 

APRIL 

205.4 858 39 7 89 1979 123 13 88 1958 905 1 35 1 60 4 2 25 36 2 5 114 6344 

MAY 

183.9 70 2 0 32 713 7 0 1 952 260 0 12 0 10 0 0 6 33 0 1 15 2114 

TOTALS -—-- 

608.2 2331 41 16 162 3108 229 27 861 2910 3567 1 87 3 148 5 4 37 427 2 6 162 14134 
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DATE HRS 
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SS 
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GRIMSBY SEASONAL AND AVERAGE HAWK TOTALS 1980-1988 


YR 

HRS 

TV 

OS 

BE 

NH 

SS 

CH 

NG 

RS 

BW 

RT SW 

RL GE AK ML PF 

UR 

TOTAL 

80 
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8 
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5 
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3009 

0 

38 

3 104 

1 

0 

509 

14934 

81 

585 

676 

19 

1 

102 

4096 

180 

8 

535 

6956 

2656 
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JUNIOR NAIURAU: STS OORNER 


On Saturday, November 26, 1988, Dr. Bruce Hunter of the Wild 
Bird Clinic, Ontario Veterinary College in Guelph, paid a visit to 
the Junior Naturalists Club meeting at the Royal Botanical Gardens 
Nature Centre. Accompanying him were several birds of prey for our 
juniors to have a close look at. After this interesting meeting, 
the juniors wrote letters to Dr. Hunter to thank him for his visit. 
Several of this letters have been reprinted below. 
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NOTICE BOARD 


Need a Ride to the Regular Monthly Meetinct? 

HNC members who cannot attend oiu’ 
regular monthly meetings due to a lack o£ 
transportation may contact Pierre Arnold at. 
648-2519, who will do his best to arrange a 
ride for them. 

Ross Thompson Trophy 

Hie Ross Thompson Trophy is awarded 
annually to the junior member of the HNC who 
sees the greatest number of species of birds 
in the Hamilton Birding Area. The deadline 
for receipt of 1988 lists from junior members 
is March 31, 1989, and the trophy will lie 
awarded at the April general meeting. 

Sweatshirts 

We are still selling our new 
sweatshirts to commemorate the HNC's 70th 
anniversary in 1989, which sport artwork 
depicting two Wood Ducks in flight, by Ron 
Ridout. The shirts come in two colours, light 
blue or light yellow. We have reordered more 
shirts in all sizes (XL, L, M, ,8). Hie cost 
is $25.00 for adults and $23.00 for youths 
sizes. They can lie purchased at the next Club 
meeting or from Rob Dotos at 648-0435. 

A Public Forum: Cootes Paradise Inst and 
Found! 

Wednesday, March 8; 7:30 p.m.; Royal 
Botanical Gardens Centre. 

Do you remember when Cootes Paradise was a 
thriving marsh with a rich diversity of 
habitats that attracted a great variety of 
wetland-dependent plants and animals? REG has 
an ambitious proposal to rehabilitate the 
wetland, re-establish the marsh vegetation, 
eliminate carp and improve water clarity. A 
restored marsh will see the return of wildlife 
in abundance and enhance the natural history 
experience for the visiting public. Hie 
project involves impounding large sections of 
the wetland behind low berms. 

Care and discover the Gardens' plans during 
this evening of public information, discussion 
and ])articipation. 


Temporary and Summer Jobs with HNC 

Hie HNC may lie hiring several people 
(if funding is granted) to conduct literature 
research, data input and biological 
inventories for our Conservation Caimittee 
projects in 1989. Two positions may start in 
March (4 months) -eligibility for unemployment 
insurance is a requirement. Two summer 
student positions may also start in late 
April. We are looking for people with a 
strong natural history background. If 
eligible, please contact Rob Dobos at 648- 
0435. 

Ontario Rare Breeding Bird Program 

Hie HNC will be participating in this 
follow up project to the Ontario Breeding Bird 
Atlas. It aims to summarize existing 
information on the known breeding sites of 
species of concern, to monitor those sites, 
and look for additional sites Joy surveying 
suitable habitat, with the ultimate goal of 
developing conservation strategies to preserve 
these rare species. Volunteers id 11 be needed 
to conduct field surveys after April. For 
more information on how to participate, 
contact Rob Do)»s at 648-0435. 

Basic Ornithology and Bird Watching 

Hie RBG is offering this course which 
involves a series of five illustrated talks on 
such topics as identification, habitats, 
behaviour, songs and food of our local birds. 
Students will require their own field guides. 
Tuesdays, March 28 to April 25; 7:30 -9:30 
p.m. at the Lecture Roam, RBG Centre. By 
registration only (call 527-1158); deadline 
Mai'. 17. Maximum 60. leader -James Pringle. 
Fees: $24 public, $18 RBG members. 

Person to do (ford Processing Required 

I am looking for a volunteer to help 
with the word processing for the Wood Duck . 
Experience with WordPerfect would lie helpful. 
Own computer not necessary. 2-4 hours per 
month. If interested, contact Rob Dobos at 
648-0435. 
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THE HOOD DUCK 

THE WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton 
Naturalists' Club and is produced by volunteer members of the Club. 
THE WOOD DUCK is published nine times yearly from September to May 
inclusive and it is mailed free to members. 

Contributions for publication ai"e most welcome and should be 

addressed to the Editor: Rob Dobos , 1319 Book Rd . W., _ R ■ R. — 

Jerseyville, Ontario, LOR IRQ. 

Deadline for receipt of material is the first of the month 
preceding publication date. 

Articles may be reprinted without permission but credit lines 
should be included. 

Articles in the WOOD DUCK reflect the views of the authors and are 
not necessarily the views endorsed by the Hamilton Naturalists' 
Club. 

Send noteworthy bird records to: Mark Jennings, #308-5318 Lakesh ore. 
Rd. E., Burlington, Ontario, L7L 1Z2. 



